
 

8th GRADE Information & Communication 
Digital Global Citizen 

2020-2021 COURSE SYLLABUS 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Teacher:  Mrs.Val Rister  Email:  Val. Rister@fayette.kyschools.us 

Social media:    Website:   
8th Grade – Emphasizing critical inquiry and critical thinking through creativity, using and manipulating information in nontraditional ways, 
will explore the theories and definitions surrounding the term information literacy.  Students will put this theory into practice by developing 
problem-solving skills that allow them to meet information needs throughout their lifetime. They will gain a better understanding of how 
information and knowledge function in society. Furthermore, developing an understanding of the ethics underlying critical elements of 
policy in our digital age.  Additionally, students will discover technology changes and how technology has affected the individual in various 
ways, making them a global citizen.  

Special supplies needed for this 
course: 

● N/A 

Fee for this course:  ● $15.00 

Curriculum resources used for this 
course: 

● Access to Zoom & Computer 

Course outline:  ● Canvas/Introductions 
● History of Modern Computing 
● Preparing You for the Future 
● Critical Thinking in the 21st C 
● Creative thinking & Problem 

Solving 
● Finding Quality/Evaluating 

Information 
● Reasoning/Bias/Persuasion/ 

Manipulation 
● Information Design/Visual 

Rhetoric 
● Critical Writing/Speaking 

(Podcast) 
● Information Ethics/Privacy/Fair 

Use 
● Copyright/Trademarks/Patents 
● Digital Divide 
● Leaking & Whistleblowing/ 

Hacking & Hacktivism 
● Privacy & Surveillance 
● E-Government 
● Project Week 

● 1 Week 
● 1 Week 
● 1 Week 
● 1 Week 
● 1 Week 

 
● 1 Week 

 
● 1 Week 

 
● 1 Week 

 
● 2 Week 

 
● 1Week 

 
● 1Week 
● 1Week 
● 1Week 
● 1Week 
● 1Week 
● 1 week 
● 1 Week 

Grading policy:  School-wide, two categories of grade distribution will be used: Achievement 
and Process. These categories are defined below:  

● 70% Achievement – the demonstration of student mastery of content 
(i.e., tests, quizzes, projects, and major writing pieces) 

● 30% Process – the activities used to build understanding and lead to 
content mastery (i.e., daily classwork, journals/starters, homework).   

 
Students will have two weeks for the final submission of assignments after the 
due date if we are in a virtual setting.  No assignments will be accepted after 
the two-week date.   
 
A complete copy of the grading policy can be found on our website: ejhayes.fcps.net 

Homework:  ● The course design is for all work to be started in class but may need to 



be completed at home.   
● Each Lesson will have either a project or discussion post for the students 

to demonstrate an understanding of the concepts. 
● While NTI-2DL the expectation will remain the same. 

How can students get help for this 
class? 

● (In Person) I will be available after school until 5 unless otherwise 
notified. 

● (NTI 2DL) Friday class sessions are for review and reteach of content. 
● I will also post office hours so students may still get assistance when 

needed 

How can parents help students with 
this class? 

● Communication with teachers about struggles students may be having 
at home. You can use email which is faster than calling me. Please give 
me at least 24 hours to respond to your email.  

● NTI 2DL: Encouraging participation in live virtual sessions. 

 
Description of projects: 
 
Creating a Portfolio:  (Final Project) 
A Portfolio is a collection of materials, artifacts (writings, images, photographs, creative responses etc.) and documentation. 
It will include your personal design and taste and creativity while also demonstrating your understanding of concepts in 
Digital Citizenship Globally and through use of Visualization tools.  You will exhibit your creative and critical thinking as well 
as your understanding of how we use technology to communicate broadly and to manipulate others ways of thinking. This 
is you portfolio to collect your presentations, papers, and other projects from this course to discuss as part of your final 
portfolio and podcast. 
 
Assignment Week 3: The Way Back Machine:   
Using the site “The WayBack Machine” look up your Birthday and a Technology element (Computer, program, website etc) 
take a screenshot of that element.  Then go back 10 years and see what that same element looked like or if it even existed. 
Take a screenshot of that and compare and contrast the two.  What are the differences and similarities?  What surprises you 
from when you were born until now about technology? Please type your answers in paragraph form using 12” font New 
Times Roman with a 1” margin.   Length: A Couple paragraphs.   
 
Assignment Week 5:  Case Study: Are you a Creative Thinker or a Critical Thinker 
Using the readings that have been uploaded and assigned and discussed in class,  consider whether you are largely a 
creative thinker of a critical thinker,  Then choose three people you admire and decide what kind of thinker they are and 
describe why you think they are that type of thinker.  Give examples as to why these people would fall under that category 
of thinker.   Write a couple paragraphs for each one.  Please type and double space.  12” Times New Roman.  1” margin. 
Name in Upper right hand corner with date. Turn in via Canvas. 
 
Assignment Week 6: Evaluating  a Web Page/  Journal Article 
Critique a journal article in an area of interest in Digital Literacy/Citizenship/Technology that is at least 5 pages long.  It 
needs to be based on the principles discussed in class and via handouts/readings.  Address the questions found in the 
assignment prompt in Canvas and provide APA citation and page number to indicate where you found the information. 
Length:  2 pages   Style:   12” font Typed Times New Roman 1” margin Name upper right hand corner along with date. 
Midsemester Feedback: You will complete a brief anonymous survey about the course so that I can address any issues and 
can adjust for the remainder of the semester.   
 
Assignment Week 7:  Reasoning/Bias/Persuasion/Manipulation 
Find two articles or 3-minute videos from sources on the same topic and compare them to one another using the principle 
outlined in class.  In about 500 words, compare the information the author shared, argue for why and how the pieces may 
be biased if at all.  Describe how they are meant for a specific audience.   
Style:   12” font Typed Times New Roman 1” margin Name upper right hand corner along with date. 
 
 



Assignment Week 8/9: Visual Rhetoric 
Create a visualization for Edyth J Hayes that you think will help students.  Topics such as cyberbullying, technology, and 
other such appropriate topics. We will be working on these in class on how to create a visualization of data and of 
instructions, or of information.  You will choose what you want to create and then will do so and present to the class.  This is 
creative as well as technical.  You are informative as well as persuasive.   
 
Assignment Week 10/11: Mini Podcast: 
In a brief 2-3 minute podcast, discuss a topic that you really like that has been covered in class or the one you did your 
visualization on for class.  This is a topic that you would like to learn more about such as information design, propaganda, 
the deep web, media bias, etc. You may want to talk about the topic as an issue or value  in today’s world, what you wish 
would be different about it, or what you see as its future.  You will write (type) a script for this and record the podcast as if it 
were for a professional outlet.  You will upload it as an mp3 via canvas or you can have it as a URL (you tube) and upload it 
that way.  If you are having trouble, I can work with you to help you get it to me.  
 
Assignment Week  12/13/14:  Creating Your Webpage 
Using Google Sites we are going to create your portfolio, just as a website.  Here we will create your resume, cover letter, a 
data table of references, as well as other elements that will illustrate your work in this class and in others that you may want 
to showcase as you are applying to other highschools.  Remember a website is not a static element, it can change and 
grow as you do.  So as you participate in more programs, and gain more skills in school you just add them.  This becomes 
you “living” document.  These will be presented in class. 
 
Assignment (extra) Creating a Blog:  Students will create their own blog about the contents of the course. It will be added 
to their website as an element of their portfolio and they can add stories of what they are learning as they go.  It is a great 
way to Journal and reflect on what they are learning - it does not have to be published.  
 
Final Feedback: You will complete a brief anonymous survey about the course and its topics, assignments, and instruction 
so that adjustments can be made as it moves forward. (It does not impact your grade) 
 


